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TO THE 


INHABITANTS 


CITY os OXFORD. 


FerLtow CITIZENS, 


IT is with much reluctance I addreſs you on a ſub- 
ject which has the appearance of controverſy. 


Having long reſided here in the peaccable character 


of a Teacher of Chriſtianity, to diſcharge well the du- 
ties of that character f, ever been my higheſt ambi- 
tion. During my connection with the congregation 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters in this city, their conduct has 
merited my gratitude and eſteem : but not only to the 
Diſſenters am I indebted; an acquaintance with ſome 
reſpectable members of the Univerſity, and with many 
of the citizens who are members of the eſtabliſhment, 
has added not a little to the comfort of my liſe.— In 
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theſe circumſtances, J have ever thought it my duty 


and my intereſt, to ſeek “ the PEACE of the city where 
I dwell ;” nor will I, &zowingly, ſuffer any conſideration 
to hide ſo deſirable an object from my view. The un- 
merited reflections on Diſſenters in general, and on 
thoſe in Oxford in particular, ſo lately addreſſed to you 
repeatedly from the pulpit, and at length from the preſs, 
by the Rector of Lincoln College, naturally demand 
fame public notice; but my ſincere aim in this addreſs, 
is, to baniſh from this city, that ſpirit of contention to 
which his Sermon has unfortunately given riſe. 

When this Sermon was firſt preached, I heard of it 
without emotion: being delivered before the Univer- 
ſity, I had too high an opinion of the learning and good 
ſenſe of Dr. T.'s hearers, to imagine it would produce 
in their minds, the leaſt effect unfavourable to the Diſ- 
ſenters; and I am happy to obſerve that it appears un- 
attended with any ſanction from them. The next Sun- 
day it was repeated to a numerous audience at the city 


church; and though highly cenſured by a great part of 


the congregation, its effects on many were ſuch as no 
peaceful man wiſhes, viz. © malice, hatred, and evil 
ſpeaking.” | 

Having in the courſe of the two following days heard 
various reports about this Diſcourſe, all deſcribing it as 
caſting unjuſt cenfures on the Diſſenters, and wiſhing 
for more direct information, after conſulting ſeveral of 
my friends, I wrote the following letter, and ſent it to 
Lincoln College on J'ueſday evening: 
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. « Tax principal members of the Diſſenting 83 
zation in this city think themſelves much aggrieved by 
ſome paſſages in your Sermon of laſt Lord's day morn- 
ing. As their Miniſter, I think myſelf bound to eſpouſe 
their cauſe, ſo far as it is conſiſtent with truth and juſ- 
tice We do not imagine that a gentleman of your 
exalted ſtation could wilfully miſrepreſent either our re- 


ligious or our political tenets. If however the miſre- 


preſentation has ariſen from an imperfe& knowledge of 
them, we are not the leſs ſufferers on that account, 
We think it neceſſary to requeſt that we may be fa- 
voured with the Sermon referred to in a more perma- 
nent form. If there be no objection to its publication, 
it will give us pleaſure, Or if any other method can 
be adopted of communicating to us that part of it only 
which relates to the Diſſenters in Oxford, we are con- 


tent. It may be that we have formed miſtaken appre- 


henſions of the Diſcourſe ; in this caſe the miſtake will 
be candidly acknowledged. If on the other hand our pre- 
ſent opinion of it be confirmed, we may perhaps judge 
it worthy of farther notice: nothing hoſtile is however 
intended, but merely a calm vindication of ourſelves, 
Should you, reverend Sir, be induced to treat us with 
that reſpect which we always think due to members of 
the eſtabliſhment, we leave it to you to point out any 
method in which this miſunderſtanding may be amica- 
bly removed; our ſentiments and conduct ſet in a juſt 
light; and that peace with our fellow citizens which we 


have long enjoyed, preſerved entire, You will pardon 
B 2 the 
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the liberty J have taken in thus addreſſing you, and be- 
lieve that, had I known any method of communicating 
theſe ſentiments more unexceptionable, I would gladly 
have embraced it. 


J am with due reſpect, 
« Reverend Sir, 
Queen-fireet, | 1 Your moſt humble ſervant, 


Nov. 27,1792» 
1 „ „ Tamts HIx TOR.“ 
The Rev. Dr. Tatham, | 
Rector of Lincoln. 
„„ 


The next day a gentleman of the College very po- 
litely waited on me with the following anſwer: 


Lincoln College, Nov. 28, 1792. | 


« Dr. Tarnau preſents his compliments to Mr. 
Hinrox, acknowledging the receipt of his kind letter, 
and aſſuring him that he had no perſonal aim in the Ser- 
mon of which he ſpeaks, or intent to injure any claſs of 
men; his ſole object being to ſtop the ſpreading of diſ- 
affection and irreligion in theſe heentious times, and ta 
promote the fear of God, and the honour of the King. 
If Mr. HinTon be one of thoſe religious teachers who 
is duly qualified for his high office; who inculcates 
love, and joy, and peace, and loyalty ;- and who teaches 
the genuine doctrines of a holy faith, as a good ſubject 
and a found Chriſtian, he wiſhes him ſucceſs in his vo- 


cation. He is not one of thoſe teachers of whom Dr. T. 
warned 
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warned his hearers. Many cthers have requeited the 
publication of the Sermon, and Mr. HixToN ſhall have 
a copy preſented to him,” | 
Rev. Mr. HIN rox, Queen-ftreet. 


I received this note with pleaſure, as it indicated 
ſome diſpoſition to peace; but as its contents were not 


perfectly ſatis factory, and I was defirous to bring the 


buſineſs to a ſpeedy and amicable concluſion, I called at 
College early on Thurſday morning, and left the follow- 
ing note for the gentleman who had the care of publiſh- 


ing the Sermon: 


« Mr. HIx TON preſents his compliments to Mr. B, 
is ſorry that the abſence of Dr. T. ſhould prevent his 
immediately thanking him for his obliging note of yeſ- 
terday, He muſt however beg of Mr. B. to communi- 
cate to the Doctor the following anſwer, previous to the 
publication of his Diſcourſe, Mr. H. would think it ex- 
tremely improper to ſay for himſelf, that, as a Chriſtian 
and a Miniſter, he poſſeſſes all thoſe qualifications which 
Dr. T. candidly ſuppoſes may fall to his ſhare ; yet he 
heſitates not to ſay, that on doctrinal points he varies 
little from the Church of England, and that in his pub- 
lic labours he inculcates love, and peace, and loyalty, 
As to other qualifications, having reſided and ſtatedly 
preached in Oxford nearly fix years, he believes all rea- 
ſonable ſatisfaction on this head may be derived from 
reſpectable members of the Univerſity, as well as from 
the general opinion of the citizens. He therefore ſub- 
pits to the candour of Dr. T. whether he might not in 

a note, 
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à a note, annexed to his Sermon, exculpate the Diſſenters 


in Oxford, as well as many others, from charges of 
which they are entirely innocent. This is the rather 
defired, as the lower orders of people here have already 
begun to make particular application of a general cen- 
ſure. And this will ſtill neceſſarily be the caſe with the 
multitude, if no diſtinction be pointed out to them :— 
their prejudices are ſoon raiſed, and their knowledge 
being confined to their own neighbourhood, it is here 
they will vent all their diſlike : and thus Dr. T. who 
doubtleſs wiſhes equally with us to promote © love and 
peace, and the fear of God,” may be the undeſigning 
inſtrument of ſpreading a ſpirit of hatred and contention, 
which produceth every evil work. | 


& Queen-ſtreet, Nov. 29th, 1792.” 


To this note I received no anſwer, though I am aſ- 


{ured ic was communicated in due time. The Sermon 


was preached in a different part of the city the next 
Sunday, and the following Wedneſday I received a 
printed copy of it from Dr. T. without even an ac- 
knowledgmerit of my laſt note. An apology might be 
neceſſary for thus particularly noticing circumſtances 


which appear trifling, were it not that I hope this ſtate- 


ment will diſcover to my fellow citizens, more clearly 
than I could do it by any other method, how much the 
Diſſenters in this city wiſh “ te live PEACEABLY with 
ALL men.” Had the ſame ſpirit actuated the gentleman 
who has ſo unguardedly cenſured them, the public had 
never been honoured with his Sermon, or troubled with this 


reply. 
The 
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The Sermon, as now given to the public, is an un- 
qualified cenſure of the Oxford Diſſenters; it contains 
an unprovoked attack on the ability and integrity of their 
teachers, and is directly calculated to bring upon their 
congregation the odium of their neighbours, by repre- 
ſenting them as a people ſull of error and enthuſiaſm in 
religion; deficient in the duties of morality; and re- 
markable for their diſaffection to the preſent Govern- 
ment. To a candid examination of theſe charges J 


muſt beg the attention of all who have either read or 
heard the Sermon of Dr. T. 


It may be neceſſary, however, firſt, to pay ſome atten- 
tion to that part of the Diſcourſe which has the appear- 
ance of reaſoning, and is made the ground-work of the 
whole. It commences with a juſt aſſertion of the full 
right of all mankind to judge for themſelves in matters 
of religion.“ The Divine Author of the Chriſtian Re- 
“ ligion,” ſays Dr. T. (p. 3.) “ challenged his Jewiſh 
« hearers to the exerciſe of their underitandings in its 
« firſt reception ;z and his illuſtrious Apoſtle Paul has 


given a command to Chriſtians in general, to prove 


« all things, and to hold faſt that which is good.“ 
This ſentiment is highly grateful to every lover of truth; 
but we immediately loſe fight of what we ſo much 
prize, and our enquiry is abruptly turned from the 
word of God, to the ability and integrity of thoſe who 
profeſs to explain it. Thus Dr. T. repreſents & a ſe. 
e cond-hand information as the proper foil of the Criſtian 
« faith;” (p. 5.) and that © in matters of the laft im- 
* portance to their ſalvation, in which they muſt de- 

6 « pend 
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t pend on the ability and integrity of others, the great 
< and general duty of Chriſtians at large, is to judge for 
« themſelves of theſe qualities in their teachers, by thoſe 
«< means of judgment which they poſſeſs.” (p. 5.) As 
a reaſon for thus changing the object of our enquiry, we 
are referred (p. 4.) to thoſe words of the Apoſtle John: 
« Great is the myſtery of godlineſs, &c.” Dr. T. 
adds, The book in which theſe myſteries are diſcloſed 
« to men, is a book of great antiquity, of ſupernatural 
« authority, written in learned languages, and in a ſtyle 


in many parts almoſt as myſterious as the ſubjects of 


« which it treats.” From hence he infers, that “ in 
« matters of ſuch deep concern, and difficult enquiry 
« thoſe who are employed in the lower, but uſeful offices 
&« of life, ſhould be content to receive religious inſtruc- 
« tion from others,” &c. 


Such endeavours to keep the people in ignorance, and 
to perſuade them to reſign their con{ciences implicitly 
to their ſpiritual guides, miz!1t have been ſucceſsful in 
the dark ages of popery; but a Proteſtant Divine, at 
the cloſe of the eighteenth century, cannot ſurely ex- 
pect that we ſhould pay any deference to ſuch advice. 


The ſupernatural authority of the Bible all Chriſtians 
allow; but is it credible that becauſe it is a revelation from 
God to ALL mankind, it is therefore unintelligible to the 
GREATER PART of men? Reaſonable men would argue 
the direct contrary ; and, accordingly, the plainneſs of 
all the more important parts of its inſtructions, and their 
ſuitability to all ranks in life, are juſtly urged in favour 
of its univerſal authority, As much of the Bible (eſpe- 

cially 
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wially of the New Teſtament) conſiſts of very PLAN 
inſtructions, ſo the ſtyle of thoſe parts is remarkably eaſy 
and familiar. Our Lord, it is well known, preached 
chiefly to the ca:mmen people; his ſermons abound with 
plain, yet beautiful ſimilitudes, by which the ſublimeſt 
truths are rendered familiar to the loweſt underſtanding, 
and yet retain al! their native dignity. With great 
pleaſure I once heard the late excellent Biſhop Hor xe, 
in the city pulpit (from which Dr. T. delivered his 
Sermon), argue the ſuperiority of the Chriſtian Religion, 
from its being ſo plain, that even a child might under- 


ſtand it. 

Similar obſervations apply to the difficulty of under- 
ſtanding the Scriptures, becauſe “ written in learned 
languages.” Learned men of /all denominations, who 
wiſh to enforce direct information and ſtong con- 


viction of their truth and importance, have readily al- 


lowed, that to every important purpoſe of religion our 
preſent tranſlation may be fully depended on. The 
plaineſt Chriſtian can have no doubt of the genuineneſs 
of thoſe Scriptures, which unite to declare, that “ whofo 
« confeſſeth and forſaketh his fins ſhall find mercy,” 

The myſtery which attends ſome truths peculiar to 
the Goſpel, ſeems however to be Dr. T. 's ſtrongeſt ar- 
gument for the neceſſity of implicit faith in the explica- 
tions of learned men. But can Dr. T. pretend to ex- 
plain what an Apoſtle has confeſſedly left in myſtery? 


. May not a plain man, who can read the firſt chapter of 


John, believe the Divinity of our Lord as fully and as 


clearly as the moſt learned Divine? The doctrine of the 
C Trinity, 
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Trinity, as uſually received by the orthodox, is with 
me an important article of the Chriſtian Faith; yet I 
cannot help thinking with Dr. Jeremy TAYLOR, 
c That he who goes about to ſpeak of the myſtery of 
* the Trinity, and does it by words and names of man's 
invention, talketh of eſſences and exi/tences, hypoſlaſes 
e and perſonalities, priorities and co-equalities, & . may 
« amuſe himſelf, and build a tabernacle in his head, and 
« talk ſomething he knows not what: But the good 
« man, that feels the power of the FATHER, and to 
« whom the So is become wiſdom, ſanctification, and 
« redemption; in whoſe heart the love of the SpIrIT 
ce of God is ſhed abroad—this man, though he under- 
<« ſtands nothing of what is unintelligible, yet he alone 
« truly underſtands the Chriſtian Doftrine of the Tri- 
* nity.” 

I hope enough has been ſaid to prove, that every man 
able to read {and I wiſh there were not one in this coun- 
try unable) ſhould perſonally obey the command of Chriſt, 
and ſearch the Scriptures with diligence and perſeverance, 
relying on Him who hath promiſed his Spirit to “ di- 
© rect our hearts into the love of God, and to render 
the way of holineſs ſo plain, that “ wayfaring men, 
* though fools, ſhall not err therein.“ The qualifications 
of thole who teach Chriſtianity would then be ſecondary, 
though by no means unimportant conſiderations. To 
enable us to judge rightly of theſequalifications, a know- 
ledge of the Scriptures is abſolutely neceſſary. If & the 
& word of Chriſt dwell in us richly in all wiſdom,” we 


ſhall be able to try the ſpirit of our teachers, whether it 
45 be 
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be of God. © To the law and to the teſtimony, if they 
« ſpeak not according to this word, it is becauſe there 
« js no light in them.” - But the ſyſtem of Dr. T. is 
in this reſpect eſſentially deficient :—If Miniſters are 
to be tried, mult it not be by ſome sur ER IO authority? 
but how ſhall this be, when that authority itſelf is by 
them made to ſpeak juſt what they direct Moreover, 
Were it true that learning conſtituted the chief abi- 
lity of a Goſpel Miniſter, the common people would be 
evidently more at a loſs to judge of this qualification, 
than they are of the meaning of moſt parts of an Engliſh 
Bible. A courſe of attendance at an academy or uni- 
verſity, is not always a deciſive teſtimony of great learn- 
ing. To purſue Dr. T.'s own compariſon :—We ſee 
numbers remarkable for their knowledge, activity, and 
ſucceſs in buſineſs, who never ſerved a regular appren- 
ticeſhip to the trade they follow ; while many who have 
plodded through their ſeven years inſtruction, remain in 
ignorance all their lives. But could the juſtice of our 
claims to learning be fixed with eaſe and preciſion, how 
could Dr. T.'s principle be admitted? One LEARNED 
man would adviſe us almoſt, if not entirely, to neglect 
public and ſocial prayer; another LEARNED man would 
recommend Socinianiſm ; a third enforces ſentiments 
eſteemed orthodox :—which of theſe ſhall we follow? 
The command returns, „Search the Scriptures ;”* let 
theſe determine. We have the promiſe of Heaven, that 
a ſincere enquirer after truth ſhall be “ taught of God” 
to avoid fatal miſtakes; but if we forſake theſe fountains 
of truth, and depend on © ſecond- hand infarmation,” our 
difficulties muſt increaſe, and the promiſe of Divine 
aſſiſtance becomes entirely fruſtrated, 

C 2 As 
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As a Divine of the church of England, Dr. T. ſhould 


at leaſt fave recollected, that THAT Church, as well as 
Diſſenters, conſiders as abſolutely neceflary to a Chriſ- 


tian Miniſter, one qualification which I may be allowed 


to call EXPERIMENTAL PIETY. He well knows, that 


every Candidate for the Miniſtry in the Eſtabliſhment, 
ſolemnly declares his truſt that he is mover By TRE 
Holy GHosT to take this office upon him. A declaration 
which, if made by Members of any other community, 
would probably not have eſcaped the Doctor's cenſure as 
enthuſiaſtic: nevertheleſs, I cannot but think, every 
Minifter of the Goſpel ought to be able to make ſuck a 
| declaration, with the utmoſt ſincerity, in the ſight of 
God. The beſt, perhaps the only, means by which this 
piety of heart can be diſcovered to others, is a ſtrict con- 
formity to the character of a Chriſtian Miniſter, as de- 
ſcribed by the Apoſtle Paul, 1 Tim. chap. 3. He 
muſt be“ Blameleſs, vigilant, ſober, of good beha- 
viour, given to hoſpitality, apt to teach, not given to 
wine, no ſtriker, not greedy of filchy lucre; but patient, 
not a brawler, not covetcus,” &c, For a want of per- 


ſonal religion, or unblemiſhed morals, no abilities natu- 
ral, or acquired, can atone, or compenſate. Neverthe- 
les, a good natural underſtanding improved by ſuitable 


education muſt be acknowledged as not only defirable, - 


but neceſſary, to the honourable and uſeful diſcharge of 
the ſacred office. 

The Diſſenters, aware that learning is an excellent 
aſſiſtant in the Miniſtry, though it cannot ſuperſede the 
authority of Scripture, always promote the education ot 
pious and intelligent young men for ſacred ſervice; and 
perhaps, taken as a body, poſſeſs, in proportion to their 
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numbers, as many learned men as Any other commus, 
nity. We profeſs with Dr. T. that the people ought 
to judge fo themſelves of the qualifications of their. 
teachers; and Diſſenting Congregations only have the 
full enjoyment, of this privilege. In this freedom of 
choice they glory, and to this their Miniſters cheerfully 
appeal, even in Oxford; where, as Dr. T. aſſerts, the in- 
habitants have the very beſt opportunities to judge of 
their pretenſions. 5 | 

In pages 10 and 11, aſter telling us, with much gravity, 
that an academic education is as neceſſary to the office 
of the Miniſtry, as an apprenticeſhip is to the exerciſe 
of a trade, he ſays, * This rule is of eaſy and obvious 
application; and it is with amazement and concern 
« that we tee it ſo much neglected and overlooked by 
te the inhabitants of this place, where, of all others, it 
« is the moſt obvious, They enjoq a ſingular opportu- 
« nity of judging tor themſelves, by being eye-witneſſes 
« -f the many years we devote to deep and important 
« {udies, &c, Rut notwithſtanding theſe opportunties of 
« trying us by this rule, and notwithitanding there are 
c more than a dozen pariſh churches built by the piety 
* of their forefathers, in which we are ready to inſtruct 
« them to the utmolt of our power; we ſee many of 
„them led away with the wildeſt infatuation, and with 
& itching ears, by ignorant and itinerant preachers of 
e every denomination 3 by Methodiſts and Enthuſiaſts, 
ce by Anabaptiſts and Diflenters, of whoſe learning and 
abilities they have not had the ſmalleſt proof; men 
« who are ſelf-taught without the power, and ſelf-or- 
4 dained without even the appearance, of learning; men 


.“ out of the meaneſt profeſſions and loweſt occupations 
cc of 
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* of life, whom if they bad a fair opportunity of trying, 
« they would find more ignorant and unqualified than 
* themſelves—Bl:nd leaders of the blind !” 


This is not the leaſt remarkable paſſage in this re- 
markable Diſcourſe ; whether we conſider the juſtneſs of 
the information it conveys to the public, reſpecting the 
number of thofe in Oxford who diſſent from the eſta- 
bliſhed worſhip; the accuracy with which their different 
denominations are deſcribed ; or the meekneſs and cha- 
rity with which they are treated. 


From the concern and amazement which the Doctor 
feels, and the grievous lamentations he has uttered re- 
ſpecting teachers of every denomination, one would ſup- 
poſe that the number of Diſſenting and Methodiſt Cha- 
pels IN THIS CITY, at leaſt equalled that of the Pariſh 
Churches ; and that the latter having loſt the greateſt 
part of their congregations, were likely ſoon to become 
entirely uſeleſs. Let not the Doctor's repreſentation 
however excite the leaſt alarm : the plain truth is, that 
excepting a Quaker's Meeting-houſe, which is ſeldom 
uſed, .there are in Oxford only two places where the 
form of worſhip differs from that of the eſtabliſhment z 
one of them belongs to a ſociety of Proteſtant Diſſenters 
which has exiſted more than a century; the other to the 
followers of the late Mr. WesLEy. Theſe Two are 
multiplied by the Doctor into numbers unknown, of 
Methodiſts and Enthuſiaſts, Anabaptifts and Diſſenters. 
No wonder ſuch a crowd of fancied beings preſſing on 
the Doctor's mind, ſhould produce confuſion, inac- 
curacy, and inconſiſtency, Diſtinct from the Me- 


thodiſts, I know of no religious profeſſors, at leaſt 
in 


(15 ) 
in Oxford, who are ever charged with enthuſiaſm; 


and to them, perhaps, the charge does not of right 
belong. 

The Baptiſts are well known to be one of the three 
denominations which conſtitute the body of Diſſenters in 
this kingdom: their mode of baptiſm, by immerſion, 
the Church of England cannot cenſure, ſeeing ſhe en- 


Joins it. As to the ſubject, whether infant or adult, 


they freely allow, what they juſtly claim, the right of fol- 
lowing the dictates of conſcience, The people with 
whom I am connected, give conſtant proof of their mu- 
tual candour, by a free communion at the Lord's table 
of Baptiſts and Pædobaptiſts. We are occaſionally 
joined in our worſhip by fome pious Methodiſts, of or- 
thodox ſentiments, who are in the communion of the 
Church of England. When Miniſters of their ac- 
quaintance viſit Oxford, we are happy in receiving their 
inſtructions, Theſe are in general men whoſe charac- 
ter renders them highly worthy of eſteem. Some of 
them have been educated in the Univerſity, and their 
ſentiments are in every reſpect thoſe of the Church of 
England. If in the pulpit they ſometimes lay aſide the 
ſcholar, and aſſume plainneſs of ſpeech, they do it with 
the moſt upright views; and Dr. T. is the laſt Divine 
that ſhould cenſure them for doing it. : 

Though no way connected with the followers of the 
late Mr. WesLEy, I cheriſh for them a friendly regard; 
becauſe they are pzous and peaceable in their deportment, 
and zealouſly attached to the KING and CONSTI- 
TUTION. | 

There is a part of the Doctor's cenſure which muff 


appear 


(GY 


appear to have direct alluſion to the Author of this Re- 
ply, „a Baptift, and the oN Diſſenting Miniſter in 
Oxford. Heexpreisly ſay, M. ny (i. e. of Oxford) are led 
away by Anabaptifts and Diſſenters, of whoſe learning and 
abilities they have not had the ſnalliſt proc; who are ſelf- 
taught without the power, and jeif er dai ned without even the 
appearance, of learning.” As the perſon thus injured is 
the Miniſter of a reputable congregation, and is in- 
truſted by many reſpectable families in this city with the 
education of their fons, juſtice to himſelf and friends 
demands ſome reply. 

He appeals to thoſe whoſe candour has induced them 
occaſionally to attend his public inſtructions, or to com- 
mit to his care the education of their children, whether 
de has taken advantage of theſe circumſtances to pro- 


mote, in any degree, the purpoſes of party. Acceſſions to 


his congregation from the Church of England have been 
few and unſolicited the reſult, no doubt, of full convic- 

tion, being in molt cafes oppoſed by temporal intereſt. 
Leaving Dr. T. to explain how a man can be ſelf. 
taught © without the power of learning,“ it may be ne- 
ceſſary juſt to add, that the Diſſenting Miniſter in this 
eity was neither © ſelf-taught”? nor &“ ſelf- ordained;“ his 
own induſtry, he hopes, has not been wanting in acquire 
ing uſeful learning; but much more ought to be attri- 
buted to his worthy and well-known tutors, under 
whom he paſſed through the uſual ſtudies preparatory to 
the Miniſtry in the Academy at Briſtol, With reſpect 
to learning, he preſumes not to boaſt ; he wiſhes to de- 
vote whatever of it he poſſeſſes to the cauſe of religion, 
and particularly to the intereſts of that fociety with 
which 


. 
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which he is connected. Over this people he was pub- 
licly ordained in the year 1788, in which ſervice the 
late Dr. Evans, Dr. STENNETT, and D. TuRNER, 
A. M. principally aſſiſted. Here what relates to the 
writer perſonally ſhould cloſe ; but he wiſhes to embrace 
this opportunity of expreſſing his regret on behalf of 
learning, that by his ſituation he is doomed to © behold 
magnificent libraries“ without the liberty of acceſs to 
them. Thoſe of Diſſenting Academies are not thus con- 
fined, He flatters himſelf there are not wanting in this 
Univerſity thoſe who need only to ſee the complaint 
ated, to induce them to remove it. 

I requeſt the patience of my readers, while I take the 
liberty to aſſert, that the Diſſenters in Oxford, as well as 
MosT of their brethren, are orthodox in their religious 
principles, and like the generality of Diſſenters, moral 
in their lives, and FIRMLY ATTACHED to the KING 


and CONSTITUTION. They do not indeed, like 


Dr. T. in his Sermon, confine Chriſtian morality to the 
love of their country, nor to that joy which plenteouſneſs 
in houſes and palaces may inſpire. The love of our 
country is a great virtue; and plenty is a bleſſing of Pro- 
vidence ; but thouſands poſſeſs both, who know nothing 
of love and joy as fruits of the Spirit, which the Apoſtle 
tells us, in the next verſe, belong only to thoſe “ that 
are Chriſt's, and have crucified the fleſh with its affec- 
tions and luſts.” Is it not much to be lamented, that 
learned Chriſtian teachers ſhould thus overlook the ob- 
vious meaning of the New Teſtament? We as Diſſent- 
ers wiſh not to boaſt of ſuperior ſanctity, yet exert our 
endeavours to baniſh immorality from our ſocieties, and 
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to maintain the ſpirit and practice of Chriſtian obedi- 


ence in the whole of our lives. The regularity of our 
conduct, it is well known, is frequently urged againſt 
us as matter of reproach. 

In the 16th and 17th pages of his Sermon, the Doctor 
declaims much on the errors of Socinians, He may 
find Socinians in the Church as well as out of it. Let 


their ſentiments be combated by rational and ſcriptural 


arguments, and may ſucceſs attend all who engage in 
ſuch a caſe! But let perſecution in all its forms be 
avoided. As to the congregation to which I belong, I 
can ſafely ſay, there is nat ONE Unitarian, or Socinian 
among us. 

Of the lꝰyalty of Diſſenters, as a body, this nation has 
had, and has, many proofs, If a whole community were 
to participate in the guilt of a diſaffected individual, 
would the Univerſity itſelf be innocent? 

It is unwiſe, as it is unjuſt, to affirm, that the Church 
and the State are ſo connected, that whoever cannot 
conſcientiouſly enter into the former, muſt neceſſarily 
be diſaffected to the latter. The Diſſenters of this city 
challenge their moſt watcifui obſervers, to produce one 
inſtance of their having either diſobeyed, or ſpoken diſ- 
reſpectfully of, the AUTHORITY of PARLIAMENT, or of 
the power veſted by the CONSTITUTION in the hands of 
the KING. 

The public muſt conſider Dr. T. as having charged 
us with diſaſfection, as his Sermon was profeſledly 
preached with a view to guard the inhabitants of Orford 
againſt the dangerous innovations of Diſſenters. In 

page 
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page 13th, he ſays, “ In ſpite of artful and treacherons 
« j mpoſtors, we feel ourſelves a happy nation; we are 
cc united together by the bonds of love, which ſome diſ- 
ce affected teachers labour to diſſolve; by the love of our 
« King, whom they labour to deſpiſe; by the love of 
« our country, which they labour to deſtroy.” And in 
page 18th, © Theſe teachers would diſſuade you by art- 
« ful and enticing words, both from the fear of God, 
c and the honour of the King.” Now, though I hope, 
from Dr. T.'s note to me, that he did not mean to fix 
this charge on the Diſſenters in Oxford, yet ſurely he 
cannot be juſtified in refuſing to intimate to the public, 
in ſome form or other, that he did not; and I think we 
have a right to expect, that he ſhould either prove our 
guilt, or acknowledge our innocence. 

In contraſt with Dr. T. 's inſinuations againſt the 
Diſſenters, I beg leave to offer a teſtimony on their 
behalf from the writings of the late Dr. SyIPLEY, 
Biſhop of St. Aſaph. Speaking of Diſſenting Miniſters, 
he ſays*, „ Theſe are men who deſerve our eſteem for 
& their ſcience, their literature, their critical ſtudyof the 
« Scriptures, and their excellent writings, either de- 
« fending or teaching common Chriſtianity; and they 
« have of late ſtood forth, almoſt ſingly, in defence of 
« the natural, civil, and religious rigats of mankind. 
« They have been conſidered, in the two former reigns, 
as loyal ſubjects, and as good citizens; nor can Ox- 
« ford herſelf boaſt of having produced more ſteady 
&« friends to the Houſe of Hanover. Which of theſe 


* Specch in the louſe of Lords, 1779. 
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opinions is moſt conſiſtent with truth, let our conduct 
determine. While this remains irreproachable, we 
may claim not only the protection, but the reſpect due 
to good citizens, 

I ſhall-cloſe my remarks on Dr. T. 's Sermon, by ex- 
preſſing a wiſh, that ALL Miniſters of the Goſpel may 
unite in endeavouring to reclaim thoſe who either never 
attend Divine Worſhip at any place, or attend it to very 
little purpoſe. In this work there is ample room for all 
our exertions ; and with the Spirit of truth and peace for 
our guide, we may expect that our labour will not be in 


vain in the Lord. 
Oxford, JAMES HINTON. 


Dec. 8th, 1792. 


P. S. The Diſſenters in Oxford being vindicated 
from the accuſations and inſinuations contained in Dr. 
T.'s Sermon; and their ATTACHMENT to the KING 
and CONSTITUTION being thus PUBLICLY 
AVOWED ; it is hoped that neither the Pulpit nor 
the Preſs will any longer be the medium of reproach; 
or, if they are, that no farther anſwer to unfounded de- 
clamation will be thought neceilary by a judicious 
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